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The Threat to Trauma Centers
)

 (
 
Economic Instabilities Have Led to Numerous 
Trauma Center
 Closures & Level 
Downgrades
A number of trauma centers in the past 20 years have either eliminated their trauma service or downgraded level
s. 
Sixty-one trauma centers eliminated their service from 1988-1991 due to 
the high cost
 of uncompensated care, poor reimbursement and inadequate physician support.  The 1990’s proved relatively stable, with only one trauma center closure.  Since 2000, the situation has changed dramatically for the worse, with 
at least 2
1
 
trauma centers
 closing
 and 
a number of them downgrading
 one or two levels. 
Trauma Centers Must be Prepared for Everyday Trauma and Mass Casualty Incidents 
The public assumes that when they or a loved one are seriously ill or injured, whether through an every day occurrence or catastrophic event, lifesaving trauma and emergency care will be provided to the
m where and when they need it. There are no such guarantees. 
As reported by the Wall Street Journal in May 2010 following the failed Times Square car bomb attempt, trauma centers are routinely stretched so thin that they lack capacity to deal with a major bombing, in part due to a lack of funding nationwide 
for trauma and emergency care. 
Federal funding to date has focused on preparation for a biological attack, and not a blast attack resultin
g in scores of traumatic injuries. 
Addressing the Problem: An Urgent C
all to 
A
ction
While there is $224 million in authorized federal funding for trauma care, no federal funding is currently appropriated to ensure the availability of trauma care for all Americans.
 
Congress should fully fund the 
National Trauma Center Stabilization Act
 
 and the
 
Trauma Care Systems Planning and Development Act
, 
as authorized by the 
Public Health Service Act (Sections 1201-4
, 1211-32, 1241-46 and 1281-2)
. Financial support will help these trauma centers stay open and
 remain
 fully operational during t
imes when they are needed most as part of a coordinated trauma system.
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Economic Threats to Trauma Centers
The Trauma Center Association of America
 (
TCAA
) estimates that trauma centers collectively face
 at least
 $230 million per year in losses for treating victims of traumatic injuries that are either uninsured or covered by Medicaid but reimbursed well below the cost of providing care.
Across the nation, the costs of practicing medicine and delivering trauma care have steadily increased, while reimbursements to trauma centers and  physicians – from health plans, managed 
care, Medicare, Medicaid
 and safety net programs for the uninsured – have decreased. Substantial uncompensated care is distressing trauma centers and threatening the availability of life-saving trauma services in numerous areas across the nation
.
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