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A
 
trauma center
 is a specialized
 
hospital distinguished by the 
immediate 
availability of 
specialized 
personnel, equipment and services to 
treat 
the
 
most severe and critical injuries. This includes ready-to-go teams that perform immediate surgery and other necessary procedures for people with serious or life-threatening injuries.
  In the United States, only one in ten hospitals serves as a trauma center. 
Typical Injuries Treated:
 Emergency Room vs. Trauma Center
Emergency Room
Trauma Center
Broken Leg
Multiple Fractures
Back Sprain
Paralysis
Broken Rib
Punctured Lung
Laceration
Stab Wound
Concussion
Brain Injury
Trauma centers are classified by levels dependant upon the amount of equipment, 
staff
 and care provided: 
Level I
: Has a full range of specialists and equipment available
 
24 hours-a-
day 
● Admits a minimum 
required annual volume of severely injured
 
patients 
● 
Has a research program 
● 
Is a leader in trauma
 
education and injury prevention
 and is a referral resource for communities in
 
neighboring regions 
● 
Has
 
a required program for substance abuse screening and provides brief intervention to patients
 ●
 
There are 234 Level I trauma centers.
Level II: 
Usually w
orks
 in collaboration with a Level I center
, 
but
 
may be the 
only resource in a rural state ● 
Provides comprehensive trauma care and supplements the clinical expertise of a Level I
 
institution 
●
 
 
Provides 24-hour availability of all essential specialties, personnel and
 
equipment 
  
● 
No minimum volume requirements 
● 
Provides an injury prevention program 
and
 conduct
s
 substance screening, but 
is 
not
 
required to have an ongoing 
research 
program or a surgical residency program
 ● There are 312 Level II trauma centers.
Level III: 
Has resources for the emergency
 
resuscitation, 
stabilization, emergent surgery
 and 
intensive care of most trauma
 
patients ● 
Has transfer agreements with Level I and/or Level II trauma
 
centers to assure back-up resources for the care of patients with severe injuries 
● 
Has an injury 
prevention program 
● 
Does not have the full availability of specialists except
 
surgery and orthopedics in most states
 ● There are 238 Level III trauma centers.
Level IV: 
Provides initial evaluation, emergency resuscitation and stabilization of trauma patients, but most patients will require transfer 
to higher level trauma centers ● 
Has 24-hour emergency coverage by a physician
 ● There are 58 Level IV trauma centers.
A trauma system
 
involves the coordination of trauma care delivery among trauma centers, ambulances, helicopters, state and local governments and other health
 
care resources.  Currently, only 8 states have m
ature
 trauma systems.
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A traumatic injury
 
is a
 
blunt force or penetrating physical injury that requires surgical and other medical specialists to consult, observe or perform surgery in order to optimize recovery.
  
Trauma is the
 leading
  cause of death among children and adults under the age of 4
4
, 
and is the
 
4
th
 leading cause of death for all ages
. 
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Trauma 
CARE SAVES LIVES
) (
45 million people lack access to a trauma center within one hour following injury during which definitive treatment can make the difference between life and death.  That is equal to the populations of Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Louisiana, Mi
ssissippi and Alabama combined.
Trauma is 
the leading
 cause of death under age 44 -- more than stroke and AIDS combined. 
$80 billion annually is attributed to trauma medical expenses
.
 $326 billion is estimated for lifetime productivity losses for almost 50 million injuries that required medical treatment
.
 
35 million people are treated each year for traumatic injuries -- 1 person every 90 seconds and 1 person every 15 minutes requiring hospitalization.  
Severely injured trauma patients treated at Level I trauma centers have a 25% reduction in mortality.
Conversely, 
nearly 1 in 4 patients is more likely to die when no
t initially taken to a Level I trauma c
enter
.
 (
M
ortality increases 3.8 times if a severely injured patient is treated initially at a non-trauma hospital instead of direct trans
port to a Level I trauma c
enter
).
Less than 10% of hospitals have a Level I or II trauma center and only 8 states have fully developed trauma systems.
1 in 5 people are more likely to survive a traumatic injury in a state with established trauma system than one without
. (T
here is a 20% reduction in the risk-adjusted odds of death in the state with a
 trauma system).
At least 21 trauma centers have closed over the past decade, including St. Vincent's in Manhattan which treated 848 patients on 9/11/01.  
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