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Trauma Centers save lives.


Trauma is the leading cause of death for people under the age of 45, and the leading cause of death among all ages.


Less than 10% of hospitals have a trauma center.


Up to 16 physician sub-specialties are available 24/7 to treat most serious injuries.





Economic instability has led to trauma center closures and level downgrades.


Increasing costs and insufficient reimbursements threaten trauma centers.


At least $230 million per year in uncompensated care costs.


Since 2000, at least 20 trauma centers have closed and still more have downgraded levels.





Finalize and fund the National Trauma Center Stabilization Act (S. 733 and  H.R. 936).


Bipartisan legislation (S. 733 and H.R. 936) was introduced last year to address these challenges and was included (with some modifications) in the Senate and House health reform bills. 


The bills provide $100 million to help stabilize trauma centers and prevent more closures, as well as a pilot program for the development of regionalized emergency care systems. 


S. 733 also includes an additional $100 million for Trauma Service Availability Grants for states to tackle unique challenges impeding trauma center access such as over-crowding and on-call pay.


TCAA urges Congress to enact these critical trauma provisions and provide full funding in the FY 2011 appropriations legislation for these programs.
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